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CRES announces the winners of its  
Renewable Energy in Buildings Awards,  

and will feature them at the 2010 
Colorado Renewable Energy Conference, 

June 18-20 in Montrose! 
 
The Colorado Renewable Energy Society is proud to present the winners of its 2010 Renewable Energy in 
Buildings Awards, recognizing building owners, builders, and construction companies for innovative use 
of renewable energy in buildings.  

 
Institutional Category 
Brighton Library 
(part of the 
 Rangeview Library District) 
Brighton 
 

Residential Category 
Silver Sage Village Cohousing 

Boulder 
 
A description of these award-winning developments is available on the following two pages. 
 
CRES will officially present these awards at the Saturday Dinner of the 2010 Colorado Renewable 
Energy Conference, June 19 in Montrose. More information about this incredible event is available on the 
last page of this press release, and at www.cres-energy.org/conference.  
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Colorado Renewable Energy Conference, 
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Winner, Institutional Category: Brighton Library (Rangeview Library District) 

Through a combination of energy efficient features, the 
new 20,000-square-foot library in Brighton, Colorado, is 
the first carbon-positive library in the United States and 
first carbon-positive public building in Colorado.  

With geothermal heating & cooling, a 108-kW solar 
photovoltaic system, purchase of carbon credits, and a 
collaborative spirit, the building is the new benchmark for 
libraries around the country and public buildings in 
Colorado. “The Brighton Library project has set a new 
energy high mark for libraries and library systems 
nationwide,” said Ambient Energy President Renee 
Azerbegi. “People are talking. While this project 
represents the kind of work we do every day, this building 
is special because all the separate efficiency efforts came 
together to make a never-before-seen impact.”  

Total energy cost savings on this taxpayer-funded project 
will be upwards of $30,000 per year. The library saves 
31% of carbon usage through energy efficiency compared 
to energy standard ASHRAE 90.1-2004. The photovoltaic 
system offsets about 36% of the building's projected 
carbon usage.  

And with the two years of green power credits purchased by Fransen Pittman General Contractors, the 
building offsets 16% more carbon than it uses! Ambient Energy's Mike Kaufman calculated that the library 
will operate without emitting pollutants because of renewable energy and carbon credits. The project will 
offset the emission of an additional 167,620 lbs. of CO2 created by other buildings in the community.  

Ambient Energy, energy consultant to Humphries Poli Architects, P.C., performed energy, renewable 
energy, and daylight simulation to optimize the design. Additionally, the firm is also coordinating the 
LEED process, submitted for a LEED for New Construction Version 2.2 Gold level rating. The client, 
Anythink Libraries, aims to make all of its future facilities carbon positive. 
 
Project Team: 
 
Ambient Energy 

Anythink Libraries 
 
Humphries Poli Architects 

ME Engineers 
 
Wember Inc. 
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CRES announces the winners of its  
Renewable Energy in Buildings Awards,  
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Colorado Renewable Energy Conference, 

June 18-20 in Montrose! (continued) 
 

Winner, Residential Category: Silver Sage Village Cohousing, Boulder 
 

Silver Sage Village Cohousing is actively working to extend the benefits of 
sustainable, mixed-income, community based design to seniors, who are often 
underserved in suburban society.  The community was built, socially and 
architecturally, by a consensus process in which all 16 households engaged with 
the architect and the developer to design their homes.  
 
Silver Sage serves needs for a community with a high standard of active living 
while leaving a minimal environmental footprint.  The 2300 square-foot 
common house features a dining room with a gourmet kitchen and courtyard 
grill, a living room with a fireplace, a media room, an exercise room, two guest 
rooms, laundry facilities, and a sunken garden with a hot tub.  Wheelchair 
accessibility is maintained throughout by a state-of-the-art, energy-efficient 
elevator.   
 
Despite the ambitious program, much of the 0.8-acre site is given to gardens and 
a landscaped central courtyard. The buildings are brought to the perimeter to 
take part in the street front of the Holiday Neighborhood to tie into the People’s 
Clinic project, and to maintain peace in the site’s interior.  Units are double-
sided, facing both the street and the commons.  Throughout the site, rainwater is 
directed to the landscape, where two detention ponds return runoff to the earth 
(one doubles as a small amphitheater).  Acoustic detailing of the party walls and 
floors maintains privacy between units, allowing the buildings to achieve a 
compact footprint for conservation of land, energy and materials.  Activities and 
meals will be ongoing in the common house, reducing the need to drive.    
 
Great attention was paid to passive and active energy systems, and the project 
will use significantly less energy and water than an IECC compliant project of 
the same size.  Like those who have gone before them into cohousing, Silver 
Sagers are likely to drive 30% less, pay 50% less for utilities and use 40% less 
water than most Americans.  Silver Sage aims to participate in the full diversity 
of the Holiday neighborhood by offering a range of units, from 862 to 2794 
square feet, 40% of which will be affordable through the City of Boulder’s 
program.  Serving a diversity of incomes and needs is a key to helping the ideas 
honed at Silver Sage penetrate the mainstream market in senior housing. 

 
Project Team: 
 
BASE 
 
Bryan Bowen Architects, P.C.   

Charles Keim & Associates 
 
Johnson and Robertson, Inc.  
 
McCamant and Durrett Architects

Silvertip Integrated  
Engineering Consultants 
 
Wonderland Hill Development Co.
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The 2010 Colorado Renewable Energy Conference – “Clean Energy: Let’s Get to Work!” –will be held 
on the weekend of June 18-20 at the Montrose Pavilion. 
 
Conference Weekend begins on Friday, June 18, with three Pre-Conference Workshops: 
- The Colorado Bioenergy Conference (Montrose), 
- Micro-Hydro Opportunities in Colorado (Ouray), and 
- Regional Planning for the Colorado Governor’s Energy Office (Montrose). 
While registration is required, these workshops are all FREE and open to the public. 
 
Conference Saturday (June 19) begins with a welcome session and keynote address by Don Marostica, 
Director of the Colorado Office of Economic Development & International Trade. 
 
There will be presentations and discussions throughout Conference Saturday in three tracks:  
Communities & Policy, Clean Energy Technology Frontiers, and Buildings. 
 
Both the Hickenlooper and McInnis campaigns for Governor will participate in a “Perspectives on 
Energy, Jobs, and Colorado’s Future,” session, 12:00 – 1:00 PM on Saturday. This will be followed by a 
“Policy Café” brainstorming session hosted by the CRES Policy Committee (1:00 PM Saturday).  
 
CRES and co-hosts Delta Montrose Electric Association will then present an afternoon keynote by Vice 
Admiral Richard H. Truly, former Director of both the National Renewable Energy Laboratory & NASA, 
and one of America’s original Space Shuttle astronauts. Admiral Truly will discuss “Climate, Energy, and 
Security” at 4:00 PM on Saturday, and this session will be FREE and open to the public. 
 
An Exhibit Area featuring the latest clean-energy technologies, products, and services will also be FREE 
and open to the public from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM on Saturday. 
 
The Conference Dinner on Saturday night will feature presentation of CRES awards, a video address by 
former CIA Director James Woolsey, and Dinner Speaker Steve Andrews (co-founder of the USA 
Chapter of the Association for the Study of Peak Oil & Gas), whose after-dinner talk is entitled “Oh, Oh, 
Oh … Look, Look, Look … Damn, Damn, Damn! 
 
Conference Sunday (June 20, 10:00 AM – 2:30 PM) will feature a variety of FREE self-guided tours of 
clean-energy facilities throughout the Montrose area. 
 
Complete information about the 2010 Colorado Renewable Energy Conference is available at 
www.cres-energy.org/conference.  
 

### 


